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Painting a Blitzkrieg Miniatures DAK Tiger 1 

Preparation 
1. Remove any flash left from the mould 

2. Attach any stowage you want to add to the model 

3. Wash the model in warm soapy water (I use washing up 

liquid) 

4. Leave to air-dry 

Undercoating 
With resin vehicles, it is always a good idea to undercoat using 

a decent primer.  For this, I use a cheap grey car primer in a can 

from Poundland followed by an acrylic primer.   

1. With the spray can, give the model 2 light coverings – be 

careful not to spray it too think as there will be several layers of 

paint applied throughout the painting process 

2. Using a grey acrylic primer, try to give the entire model a 

light coating to give the subsequent layers of acrylic paint 

something to adhere to 

3. Make sure that you give all of the undercoats enough time 

to dry properly between applications 

Painting 
The aim of the model is to show the grey original colour underneath the sand top colour, hinting 

that the Tiger has been out in the elements, chipping off the top coat of colour.  To achieve this: 

1. Use a German Grey colour over the entire model 

and then 2 successive layers that are slightly 

lighter on raised areas so as to give some variation 

to the base colour 

2. Once this has dried, spray some chipping fluid over 

the model.  This will help us to achieve the chipped 

and worn look.  Be careful with the amount of time 

you leave the chipping fluid before applying the next stages; the longer it is left, the more it 

dries and this makes the chipping more difficult to achieve.  On the upside, if you want the 

tank to appear newer, you can use this to your advantage.  This is a totally optional stage as 

you can add chips at a later stage 

3. For the main colour, I use Vallejo Model Air 026 US Flat Brown, 024 Khaki Brown and 009 

Duck Egg Green.  I start with 026 as a base colour and then use 024 before mixing in 

increasing amounts of 009 for highlights and modulation 
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Chipping 
To add chipping and wear and tear, you can use chipping fluid (step 2 above) and sponges.  It’s up to 

you whether you want a nice, shiny new tank or one that looks ready for the scrapyard.  You can 

combine chipping fluid and sponges to great effect. 

With chipping fluid: 

1. Use a damp brush to wet the area where you want the 

chipping to appear 

2. With a stiff bristled brush, rub the area you dampened 

3. The top layers of paint should come off, revealing the base 

colour 

4. You can also use cocktail sticks to replicate scratches 

5. Let the model dry thoroughly before moving on  

 

Warning: do not use too much pressure as you can take the 

paint off completely.  Also, if you wet the surface, be careful where you hold the model as 

you can send up removing a lot of paint with your fingers accidentally. 

With sponges: 

1. Use a red oxide colour to represent deep 

scratches/chipping that have taken the paint off back to 

primed metal 

2. Take some sponge, ideally the stuff you get with figures 

to protect them, and dip it lightly into the paint 

3. Remove the excess and then apply it to the areas where 

you want to simulate the chipping 

4. Repeat this process with a dark grey colour to show 

chipping that has only removed the top colours 

 

Washes 
In order to add some depth to the overall colour and pick out details such as panel lines, you can 

apply an oil wash 

1. Cover the model with a gloss coat to protect the paint 

underneath 

2. Mix up a dilute oil wash using dark brown oil paint.  You are 

looking for a thin consistency 

3. Apply the wash over the model, paying close attention to 

panel lines and recesses 

4. Allow the wash to dry completely 

5. Using a cotton wool bud that is damp with oil thinner, go 

over areas of the model where you want to remove the dried 

wash 

6. You should see the base colours start to come through 

7. Swap out the cotton wool bud as required and keep going 

until you are happy with the finished result 
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Decals 
1. Once the model is completely dry, add a thin coat of gloss varnish to the areas where the 

decals will be applied 

2. Once dry, add a small amount of Microset to the decal area 

3. Add the decals carefully and then brush over with more Microset 

4. Once the Microset has dried, add some Microsol to the decals as this will soften them and 

help them conform to irregular areas 

5. Once dry, you can add chipping and scratches over the decals to make them appear worn 

Weathering/Streaking 
There are lots of products on the market that can be used to 

weather and streak a model.  I tend to use oil paints.  To add 

streaks: 

1. Using some thinner, dampen a brush and use it to 

dampen the area you will be working on 

2. Add small dots of the colours to the area 

3. Using a different 

brush that is damp with 

thinner, drag down across 

the spots of oil paint to leave streaks 

4. Repeat this over the entire model (it can take some time) 

5. Repeat this process as often as you need to get the 

desired mount of streaks 

6. Allow to fully dry before applying another coat of gloss 

varnish to seal everything 

Pigments 
This is the final stage in the process and is used to make a vehicle look dusty or muddy. 

1. Apply a matte varnish across the model to seal everything 

2. Select the pigments you want to use depending on the theatre of operations.  In this case, I 

used lighter, dustier pigments to simulate a desert environment 

3. On areas such as tracks, I use a good quality PVA as a fixing agent; I apply it liberally over the 

area 

4. I then add the pigment using a large brush 

5. It is possible to layer the different coloured pigments so that you get an interesting mottled 

appearance to some areas 

6. Once the pigment is dry, you can spray over with some pigment fixer solution 

Summary 
This is a long process with a lot of stages.  It takes a fair 

amount of time to paint vehicles using this method but it 

is possible to get a good quality end product my omitting 

the chipping fluid stages and even the streaking to some 

extent.  As with most guides you read, this is my method 

for this specific model and you may find different 

methods that work just as well or suit you better. 


